12                           IMPERIAL   GERMANY
erations that inhabit these countries today than it once was
among the similarly hybrid generations that carried this
Western culture in that earlier time. This wide-ranging
heritage is after all a neolithic heritage; and however multi-
form and picturesquely varied the cultural scheme of the
Western peoples in later times may seem, the stream does
not, after all, rise higher than its neolithic source. The pop-
ulation that makes up and carries forward this civilisation
is, after all, endowed with the faults of its qualities, and
they are the neolithic qualities.